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STRICTLY EMBARGOED FROM PUBLICATION UNTIL 10.00AM AEDST, 22/02/18 
 

URBNSURF RAISES $28.3 MILLION FOR AUSTRALIA’S FIRST SURF PARK, 
CONSTRUCTION AT MELBOURNE AIRPORT TO COMMENCE NEXT MONTH 

 

Thursday, February 22, 2017 
 

URBNSURF (www.urbnsurf.co), the company behind Australia’s first surf parks, today announced it has 
recently secured $28.3 million in funding to develop URBNSURF Melbourne at Melbourne Airport, the 
world’s first full-sized Wavegarden® “Cove” surfing lagoon. 

With planning consent already obtained and construction scheduled to commence in March 2018, the 
company expects URBNSURF Melbourne to be pumping out up to 1,000 perfect, 2m high ocean-like surfing 
waves every hour by Easter 2019. 

Located adjacent to the Essendon Football Club on Airport Drive, and just 16 kilometers north of Melbourne’s 
CBD, URBNSURF Melbourne has been designed to be an innovative surf sports, leisure and entertainment 
facility centered around a world-class surfing lagoon. At 2.1 hectares in area, the lagoon will be similar in size 
to the MCG and will host up to 84 surfers per hour across six different surfing zones.  

This next-generation, state-of-the-art facility will deliver authentic, safe and convenient surfing experiences 
for all skill levels, year-round. With a modular, minimalist design, URBNSURF Melbourne will also feature a 
multi-outlet food and bar precinct, concept retail store, fully-equipped surf and hire shop, night surfing, a 
surfing academy, high performance coaching and training options, fitness classes, festivals and events, a 
beach club, and relaxing, landscaped open spaces.  

URBNSURF’s Founder and Executive Chairman, Andrew Ross said “we are delighted to be bringing the 
southern hemisphere’s first surf park facility to Melbourne, the traditional home of Australian sport. 
Melbourne’s 200,000 or so existing surfers, plus all of those who want to give surfing a go, will now be able 
to enjoy high quality surf, year-round, and all within a 25-minute drive of the Melbourne CBD.” 

He added, “URBNSURF Melbourne unlocks the geographic limitations of surfing by bringing the beach to 
your backyard. We are aiming to provide surfers of all abilities the opportunity to engage in their sport more 
frequently, conveniently, and safely – allowing them to simply ‘surf more’”. 

$28.3 million in development capital was recently secured by URBNSURF from a range of Australian-based, 
well-known high net worth investors and private-equity sources. These funds will fuel the company’s 
construction activities in Melbourne together with activities associated with its other two surf park projects 
in Sydney and Perth.  

The company is delighted to be working with Melbourne Airport in delivering Australia’s first surf park, a 
significant piece of sporting infrastructure set to contribute positively to the airport’s new “Elite Park” 
precinct for decades to come. 

  

http://www.urbnsurf.co/
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Melbourne Airport’s Chief of Property Linc Horton said “We’ve earmarked this precinct as an area where we 
can focus on building a real experience centre – somewhere that not only develops the airport estate, but 
does so in a way that opens up new leisure experiences for the communities around the airport as well. 
Opening up this area of the airport for experiences like URBNSURF Melbourne will bring a whole new 
industry to the area, resulting in hundreds of additional jobs being established at the airport and a new world 
of opportunity for young people from the suburbs surrounding it.” 

URBNSURF Melbourne will be the first commercial surf park in the world to feature the latest Wavegarden® 
“Cove” wave generating technology, which is the product of over 12 years of R&D by a team of 50 engineers 
based in Europe.  

“We are excited to be working with URBNSURF to bring the world’s first public Wavegarden® Cove to 
Victoria, and to create Melbourne’s first surf break” said Josema Odriozola, Wavegarden’s Founder and CEO. 
“Australia has a large population of active surfers, plus many people that would like to learn to surf. We’re 
confident that our technology will deliver high-quality waves and surfing experiences for guests of all 
abilities. We look forward to collaborating on URBNSURF’s other planned developments in Sydney and 
Perth.” 

In addition to the incredible surfing experiences on offer in the facility’s 2.1-hectare surf lagoon, URBNSURF 
Melbourne will regularly host a variety of cultural, food and music festivals, action sports events, “expression 
sessions” with elite athletes, and amateur and professional surfing competitions.  

With surfing now confirmed as an Olympic sport for the 2020 Tokyo Games, URBNSURF Melbourne is 
uniquely positioned to assist the Australian surfing team to train and prepare for their campaign.  

Surfing Victoria’s CEO, Adam Robertson, said “Surfing Victoria is stoked to see the continued progression of 
wave pools throughout the world and in particular the URBNSURF development in Melbourne. The ability to 
provide a facility that improves participation through learn to surf programs, but at the same time has the 
capability to produce high performance waves for the training and development of elite surfers, is incredible. 
This will be a fantastic boost for our development pathways, surfing programs, educational courses and 
events.” 

Victoria’s Minister for Tourism, Major Events and Sport, the Hon. John Eren MP, also commented on the 
announcement, stating “URBNSURF Melbourne will be high on the list of surfers, sports lovers and thrill-
seekers from Victoria and around the world. As the sporting capital, we’re delighted to add Australia’s first 
surf park to our arsenal. This park will bring even more visitors to the region – and that means more jobs and 
a stronger economy.” 

Peter Bingeman, CEO of Visit Victoria, said “Visit Victoria is proud to encourage and facilitate investment in 
key tourism infrastructure, like URBNSURF Melbourne, to better meet the needs of all travelers and 
ensure Victoria remains at the top of the list for tourists from all over the world.” 

Laura Cavallo, Destination Melbourne’s CEO, added “Being so close to the airport, this development will 
further cement the area as a gateway into Melbourne and the surrounding suburbs, spreading visitation and 
spend beyond the CBD. URBNSURF Melbourne will provide immensely great value to the local community 
and to Melbourne overall.” 

Life Saving Victoria (LSV)’s General Manager (Government and Industry Relations), Paul Shannon, said "LSV 
applauds the development of an iconic aquatic centre that will contribute to addressing the safety of 
Victorians in, on and around water. LSV looks forward to exploring the mutually-beneficial opportunities for 
collaboration arising from the development of URBNSURF Melbourne." 

Economic Contribution 

The development of URBNSURF Melbourne is expected to generate over 300 jobs during the construction 
phase, and another 50 full time positions will be created once the facility opens its doors. Accessible by 2 
million Melbourne residents in under 30 minutes, URBNSURF Melbourne is expected to inject more than 
$267 million in gross economic contribution to the Melbourne region over the life of the project. 
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State Member for Sunbury, the Hon. Josh Bull MP, said “this announcement is fantastic for Tullamarine and 
the people of the Northern Suburbs. I am incredibly excited to see the surf park built, creating an estimated 
300 jobs during construction and 50 ongoing jobs. This will be a world-class facility, attracting visitors not 
just from all over Victoria, but all over Australia.” 

Hume City Council’s Mayor, Geoff Porter, similarly stated “at Hume City Council, we’re all about local jobs 
for local people. I am delighted this project will create a number of jobs in the City of Hume both during the 
construction phase, and ongoing once Australia’s first surf park opens in 2019.” 

The company is currently developing surf park facilities at Sydney Olympic Park (“URBNSURF Sydney”), and 
in Perth at Tompkins Park, Alfred Cove (“URBNSURF Perth”), and aims to develop up to ten world-class surf 
parks in Australia by 2028. 

 

URBNSURF LINKS 

www.urbnsurf.co 

facebook.com/urbnsurf 

instagram.com/urbnsurf 

vimeo.com/urbnsurf 

youtube.com/urbnsurf 

 

URBNSURF CONTENT 

• High-resolution images of URBNSURF Melbourne can be downloaded via this link. 

• URBNSURF Melbourne’s launch video can be viewed and shared from URBNSURF’s Vimeo and 
YouTube.  

 

INTERVIEWS 

• For interviews with URBNSURF’s Founder and Executive Chairman, Andrew Ross, please contact 
Rupert Partridge, URBNSURF’s Brand and Marketing Manager, at media@urbnsurf.co or on +61 
(0)421 617 795.  

 

FAQs 

• URBNSURF Melbourne will be located directly adjacent to the Essendon Football Club on Airport 
Drive, just minutes from Melbourne Airport’s terminals. 

• The facility’s next-generation Wavegarden® “Cove” lagoon is approximately 2.1 hectares in area 
(~5.2 acres), and is capable of generating up to 1,000 perfect, authentic and ocean-like surfing waves 
every hour. URBNSURF Melbourne will be the first full-sized and commercial Wavegarden® “Cove” 
lagoon to be developed in the world. 

• URBNSURF Melbourne will host up to 84 surfers per hour across 6 different surfing zones. 

• All forms of surf craft are welcome, including shortboards, longboards, bodyboards, kneeboards, and 
stand-up paddleboards. 

• The public will be able to watch the surfing action and enjoy quality food and beverages from the 
food and bar precinct free of charge, while a nominal fee will apply for General Admission to the 
facility for non-surfing guests.  

• Surfing activity options will be flexible, with surfers able to book (either online or in person at the 

http://www.urbnsurf.co/
http://www.facebook.com/urbnsurf
http://www.instagram.com/urbnsurf
http://www.vimeo.com/urbnsurf
http://www.youtube.com/urbnsurf
https://urbnsurfco-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/rupert_urbnsurf_co/Elply3rSJzJFjySNQsEbbA8B2A55ZGZarlx7cLNb0uNugg?e=elt3Wk
https://vimeo.com/256710737/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH2MLBdea5g
mailto:media@urbnsurf.co
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facility) one-off or multiple sessions or lessons, purchase gift cards for family and friends, or join as 
members for additional benefits and rewards. The costs of sessions, lessons and memberships will 
vary depending upon the zone surfed in the lagoon and time of use, or tier of membership. Final 
pricing will be released later in 2018. 

• URBNSURF Melbourne is forecasted to attract 300,000+ guests per annum. 

• URBNSURF Melbourne requires 20ML of water per annum to replenish the lagoon (equivalent to the 
annual water needs of high quality turf sports pitches of a similar size). Water will be sourced largely 
from storm water harvested from the Melbourne Airport precinct, which will be treated to near 
drinking water standards before entering the surf park’s advanced ultrafiltration systems. 

• In accordance with its corporate social responsibility strategy, URBNSURF intends to source 100% of 
the facility’s power requirements from renewable energy sources. 

• The development of URBNSURF Melbourne is expected to generate over 300 jobs during the 
construction phase, and another 50 full time positions will be created once the facility opens its 
doors.  

• Accessible by 2 million Melbourne residents in under 30 minutes, URBNSURF Melbourne is expected 
to inject more than $267 million in gross economic contribution to the Melbourne region over the 
life of the project. 

• URBNSURF Melbourne will provide a range of aquatic and non-aquatic based activities, services and 
amenities including: 

o Multi-outlet food and bar precinct 

o Concept retail store, including a fully-equipped surf shop and hire centre for surf hardware, 
equipment and wetsuit hire 

o Surf academy with programs for beginner, intermediate, advanced and elite (athlete) surfers 

o Gym, group and personal fitness classes 

o Function center, events and festival spaces 

o Regular amateur league and elite level surfing competitions 

o Zero depth splash pad for children and those with disabilities 

o Beach cabanas, skate ramps and ample landscaped areas 

o Children’s playground and child-minding 

o URBNSURF boardriders and surf life-saving club 

o Art, music, cultural and film festivals and events 

• Technical information regarding Wavegarden’s wave generating technology can be found at 
www.urbnsurf.co/FAQ.html 

 

- ENDS - 

http://www.urbnsurf.co/FAQ.html

