Suicide: Fast Facts:

· Every week two kids take their lives in a national suicide epidemic. As we’re speaking now (or as you are reading this), dozens are contemplating or committing self-harm.
· Four out of five of kids (80%) who took their lives in 2017 were aged in the vulnerable mid to late teens, 15 to 17-years-old, when cyber-bullying, study pressure and adolescent issues are potential volcanoes.
· Suicide contagion can be an issue – in 2009 three students from Western Heights Secondary College in Geelong took their lives and this tragedy was the subject of a coronial inquiry in 2013.
· Three kids: Chanelle Rae, Taylor Janssen and Zach Harvey, were students at different campuses of the same Geelong school, Western Heights, when they died in 2009.
· The leading cause of death for people aged 15 to 24 last year (2018) was suicide, which accounted for more than a third of the deaths, according to the Federal Government’s Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Boys are more likely to kill themselves than girls; the ABS found that in 2017 63 boys took their lives, while 35 girls suicided.

