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AIS CONTINUES TO CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO 

11 February 2020 

 

Four-time Olympic basketballer Lauren Jackson, Adelaide Thunderbirds Head Coach Tania Obst, Olympic gold medallist 

Petria Thomas and broadcaster Emma Race are amongst an impressive list of women who have been selected for the 

second year of a 12-month female performance leadership program. 

The Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) today announced the latest participant intake of the AIS Talent Programs, continuing 

its commitment to placing more women in leadership positions in Australian Sport. 

The AIS Talent Programs were first launched in 2019 to address the under-representation of women in executive and high 

performance coaching roles. In 2020, the year-long immersion program will see 34 women from a diverse range of 

backgrounds take part in individual and group development, focusing on identifying opportunities and removing barriers to 

success. 

Minister for Youth and Sport Richard Colbeck said the nation-wide program will focus on developing high performing 

women and preparing them for leadership at the highest level. 

“These programs are designed to challenge the status quo and initiate systemic changes in the Australian sporting 

system.” Minister Colbeck said. 

“This dynamic group of emerging leaders will gain both professional and personal skills to progress their careers. I am 

really looking forward to seeing how they’ll influence and implement positive change in the sporting landscape in the years 

ahead.” 

The AIS Talent Program is supported by the Women Leaders in Sport grant provided to Sport Australia by the Department 

of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’s Women’s Leadership and Development Program. 

AIS CEO Peter Conde said the program was part of the organisation’s ongoing commitment to increasing the depth and 

diversity of talent in sport. 

“Our goal is very simple, we want more women represented in leadership positions in Australian sport,” Conde said. 

“Throughout the course of the program the current sporting environment will be explored through the lens of the 

participants, to identify real solutions that sport can adopt to entice and support more women to step into senior leadership 

roles.” 

“We received more than 150 applications for this program which showcases that there is vast talent pool of high 

performance female coaches and executives who are driven to succeed.” 

Australia’s most decorated basketballer Lauren Jackson, who stepped into the role of Head of Women in Basketball at 

Basketball Australia in 2019, is one of the 17 executives who are in Canberra today for day one of the program. 

“After being involved in sport as a player for almost two decades, it has been fantastic that I am still able to contribute to 

the sport I love now as an administrator and leader,” Jackson said. 

“I am so grateful to be the given the opportunity to take part in this program and continue to develop my leadership skills 

and better understand some of the factors that may be prohibiting other women from pursuing a similar path. 

“It is incredible to be back here (at the AIS) where it all started for me as a 15-year old aspiring basketballer to now 

receiving the support and guidance I need to excel in the next stage of my career.” 

For more information on the AIS Talent Program –  

visit www.ais.gov.au/coach-and-executive-development/talent-programs  

 

Media contact: Sarah Browne 0402 494 503 or sarah.browne@ausport.gov.au 

http://www.ais.gov.au/coach-and-executive-development/talent-programs
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MEDIA NOTES 

There will be an opportunity for interviews and vision at the AIS in Canberra today at 12.30pm in the Gold Room (Building 

14 – Conference Centre) with Darlene Harrison (AIS Director of Performance, People and Teams), Lauren Jackson, Petria 

Thomas and Renae Domaschenz 

A Video News Release will be made available at approx. 3pm 

 

2020 Executive Program 

Lauren Watt (General Manager Finance and Administration, Hockey Australia) 

Margot Harley (CEO, Rowing NSW) 

Lauren Jackson (Head of Women’s Basketball, Basketball Australia) 

Dianne O'Neill (General Manager Corporate, Commonwealth Games Australia) 

Nicole Adamson (General Manager Participation and Member Services, Cycling Australia) 

Madeline Penny (Women’s Football Growth and Development Manager, AFL) 

Petria Thomas (High Performance Manager, Gymnastics Australia) 

Kristen Barnes (High Performance Manager, NSW Institute of Sport) 

Alex Lisney (Project Manager, TSA Management and Australian Paralympian) 

Chyloe Kurdas (Senior Manager Female Engagement, Golf Australia) 

Nikki Horton (General Manager/Head of Netball, Netball NSW/NSW Swifts) 

Anna Fitzgerald (Executive General Manager Sport Transformation, Athletics Australia) 

Tanja van Bokhoven (National Sport Development Executive, Motorsport Australia) 

Emma Race (Broadcaster (Outer Sanctum podcast, co-host ABC Grandstand), Australian Broadcasting Centre) 

Patrice Berthold (Team Operations Manager, Cricket Australia) 

Jo Fernandez (Strategic Projects Manager, Football NSW) 

Trisha Squires (CEO, AFL Tasmania) 

 

2020 High Performance Coaching Program 

Leah Blayney (Head Coach Young Matildas Program & Future Matildas/Assistant Coach Matildas, Football Federation 

Australia) 

Renae Domaschenz (Assistant Coach/ACT Pathways Development Coordinator, Rowing Australia) 

Annabelle Eaton (Development Coach, Rowing Australia) 

Megan Hall (Paralympic Coach, Triathlon Australia) 

Lynne Munro (Head Coach Sprint - CA Academy, Cycling Australia) 

Tania Obst (Head Coach, Adelaide Thunderbirds) 

Penny Cula Reid (VFLW Senior Coach, Williamstown Football Club) 

Bobbi Kelly (Coach and Guide, Ski & Snowboard Australia) 

Katrina Hibbert (Head Coach, Sydney Uni Flames) 

Elissa Kent (Head Coach, Melbourne University Lighting Netball) 

Claudia Brassard (U18 Head Coach, Townsville Fire Basketball) 

Erin Densham (Consultant, Triathlon Australia) 

Aasta O'Connor (AFLW Head Coach National Talent, AFL) 

Annick Fokchak (Talented Pathway Manager – Girls, Football Victoria) 
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Katie Sigsworth (RG Team Future Coach, Gymnastics Australia) 

Salliann Briggs (Head Coach, Cricket Tasmania) 

Jessica Haintz (Senior Squad Coach, Gymnastic Australia) 


